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Coles launches recycling solution for green bags
In an Australian first, Coles has solved the problem of what to do with old or unwanted
“green bags”.
Coles Operations Director, Stuart Machin, said customers can make a difference on
World Environment Day by bringing their old or unwanted reusable shopping bags to any
Coles Supermarket for recycling as part of a two-week bag drive.
All bags collected between June 3 – 17 will be recycled in Australia - the material
turned into outdoor furniture to be donated to primary schools.
“Many Australian households are now aware of the benefits of taking their own bags
with them when they shop, but up until now, there has been no way to recycle green
bags,” Stuart Machin said.
“Since 2003, Coles has offered practical alternatives to single-use plastic bags, including
a range of reusable shopping bags made of polypropylene, which have become
enormously popular with customers”.
“Now, we‟ve taken the next step to ensure that these shopping bags are recycled into
other useful plastic products rather than finding their way into landfill.”
Chairman of Clean Up Australia, Ian Kiernan AO, congratulated Coles for its leadership
in finding a solution for the recycling of the iconic „green‟ bag.
“When the green bags were introduced as part of the Say NO to Plastic bags campaign
in 2002, the green bag was the most environmentally beneficial option of its time,” Mr
Kiernan said.
“Many of these bags are now reaching the end of their life, so it‟s terrific to see that
Coles is standing by their customers by offering them a way to recycle their old green
bags.”
Coles has partnered with the RED Program and Victorian-based recycled product
company Replas for the recycling initiative, which will give customers a convenient and
environmentally responsible way to dispose of their reusable bags.
Coles will accept any bag made of polypropylene – and any color - including shopping
bags from other retailers and give-away bags from conferences and exhibitions.

At the end of the bag drive, all bags collected will be sent to Replas for recycling and
turned into outdoor furniture suitable for schools.
“Schools are key to changing behaviours and teaching children about caring for the
environment. Many already have innovative sustainability programs - we‟d like to hear
about these and encourage their efforts,” added Mr Machin.
CEO of Keep Australia Beautiful Council (NT), Heimo Schober, said it was great to hear
that all bags collected by Coles would be recycled in Australia.
“By recovering the plastic and turning this into outdoor furniture for primary schools,
our future generations of youth will see the tangible benefits of recycling first hand.”
Primary schools can enter to win outdoor furniture made of recycled shopping bags by
emailing everybagcounts@coles.com.au and describing what they‟re doing to help the
environment. The best 100 examples of recycling and reuse will receive outdoor
furniture made from reusable bags. Entries close Wednesday June 30.
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About our program partners
RED
RED stands for „Recycling + Education = the Difference‟. RED is an Australian recycling
initiative designed to educate and engage schools and communities through the
implementation of an innovative closed loop solution for plastic waste.
The RED Program is supported by the Victorian Government Sustainability Fund,
managed by Sustainability Victoria, and was recently awarded funding to help grow and
develop its recycling educational program in the primary school sector.
Replas
Replas is a Victorian company that converts waste plastics to high-quality new products
such as sturdy outdoor furniture, bollards, jetty planking and signage.
This not only reduces landfill, but also saves natural resources.
Together the two companies have combined their resources to help Coles launch its first
reusable bag drive, a closed-loop solution where green shopping bags that are no longer
useful are not sent to landfill but become the resource to manufacture new products.
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