Red Tulip Humpty Dumpty Easter Egg Celebrates 45 Years at Coles!
March 2010
This Easter, the iconic Red Tulip Humpty Dumpty Easter egg celebrates his 45th anniversary
as an Australian family favourite.
The nursery rhyme inspired egg was developed for Coles in 1965 and has since brought
smiles to generations of Australian children.
Coles Christmas and Easter Seasonal Buyer, Heather Smith said that the Red Tulip Humpty
Dumpty Easter egg continues to be a much loved addition to the Easter shopping basket.
“While Humpty Dumpty has had some facelifts over the years, the national icon continues to
be one of the most popular Australian Easter eggs of all time.
“We estimate we‟ve sold over nine million since he hit shelves, and with over a million sold in
Coles stores in the past five years alone, Humpty Dumpty continues to hold his own in an
extremely competitive market,” said Ms Smith.
Retired Coles confectionary buyer, Geoff Williams, one of the original architects of the
product, was proud to see that Humpty Dumpty has withstood the test of time.
“I‟m so happy that families continue to enjoy the Humpty Dumpty Easter egg year after year.
When we were coming up with new product ideas in 1965, we had no idea that this one
would become an Aussie icon.
“We wanted to do something that hadn‟t been done
before, so when the idea to place „beanies‟ inside the
egg came about, we knew we were onto a winner.
Then came the hard part, making it! There was a lot of
trial and error, but in the end we figured out a way to
mould the two chocolate halves, fill with beanies and
seal shut.
“I still have the original prototype at home and while it‟s
seen better days, I don‟t think I could ever part with it.

Geoff Williams with the original prototype and current
version of the Red Tulip Humpty Dumpty.

“Ever since Humpty Dumpty first hit shelves, he‟s been the first thing parents and
grandparents place of their Easter shopping lists – it‟s a favourite with the kids!
“So many families have grown up with Humpty Dumpty and I always smile to myself when I
see him back on shelves every year. Here‟s to hoping he lasts another 45!” said Mr Williams.
See the following page for a timeline of highlights Red Tulip Humpty Dumpty has lived
through!
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What’s happened in Red Tulip Humpty Dumpty’s lifetime?

1965 Red Tulip Humpty Dumpty is born
1966

Decimal currency is introduced

1969

First man on the moon

1973

Sydney Opera House opens

1975

Colour television hits Australia

1983

Australia wins America's Cup

1985

First episode of Neighbours

1986

Crocodile Dundee is released

1988

Bicentenary of Australia

1989

Fall of the Berlin Wall

1992

First SMS is sent

1997

First Harry Potter book is published

1997

The movie 'The Castle' is released

1999

Failed republic referendum

2000

Sydney Olympic Games

2001

Apple releases first iPod

2002

Australia's first gold medal at the Winter Olympics

2004

Facebook is invented

2010

Red Tulip Humpty Dumpty celebrates
45th birthday!
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